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’/// / he talents of South African style-setter Karen Roos are already legend-
////////// ary. Nine years ago, this visionary and her husband resurrected the
/ 7/ previously neglected Babylonstoren farm near Paarl, which today
/ draws visitors from all over the world.
//// // In 2013, the couple bought Hadspen House and its surrounding
7/, 120 hectares of land in Somerset, Emily Estate - a property that once
belonged to generations of Emily Hobhouse's family. With the help of French architect
Patrice Taravella and a theatre full of skilled artisans, Karen, the creative director, re-
shaped the estate into gardens, potagers, lawns, ponds, wooden walkways, hornbeam

hedges, and a maze of 460 apple trees inspired by gardens of the baroque period. They
malke cider on the estate, and there are restaurants, a garden shop, and a hotel and spa

_ due to open on 29 August.

Renamed for the protected newts that occur here, The Newt in Somerset fuses
2000 years of British horticultural fashions and traditions with contemporary South
African design.
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BELOW LEFT This pond

_ hauled to the Parabola
from elsewhere on the
estate - used to be a cider
mill in which apples were
crushed before the juice was
extracted to make cider.

The chairs are from the
Danish brand HAY's Palissade
outdoor furniture collection.
OPPOSITE The Viper
suspended walkway, made
of curved steel and timber,
winds through the treetops in
the Deer Park, offering views
of the Somerset landscape
peyond the estate. It was
designed and built by the two
south Africans who created
the Boomslang walkway

at Kirstenbosch, architect
Mark Thomas and engineer
Harry Fagan.

LOCATION
The Newt in somerset
is on a working country
estate between Bruton
and Castle Cary in
south-west England

HOW TO GET THERE
Travel by train to
Castle Cary with Great
Western Railway, or find
road directions on the
website

NISITING HOURS
1May - 30 September
10am-6pm;1 October -
30 April10am - 4.30pm;
last entrance 1hour
pefore closing

ENTRANCE FEE
Adults £15, children E7

\NEBSITE
thenewtinsomerset.com




THE ESTATE'ONCEBELONGED 7O GENERATIONS
OF EMILY HOBHOUSE'S FAMILY;
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ure based on a traditional farm building but masterfully reimagined
The kinetic lighting installations by Studio Drift - Amsterdam-
Bhing the connections between humans and earth.

The Threshing Barnis a triple-volume limestone-and-glass struct
with modern design elements and decor. Guests are welcomed here.

based artistic duo Ralph Nauta and Lonneke Gordijn -symbolise re-establi
The benches are by multi award-winning local furhitlre brand Houtlander.

an estimoted 25cider producers in Somerset alone. The Newt
Gksses to retain the full flavour of the fruit, so no sugar
dnd furniture fromthe Fermob Luxembourg range.

OPPOSITE The UK consumes the most cider inthe wdr!d,ﬁénd tr;\—erie' c:?é
has a state-of-the-art cider press and cellar, and uses cold-fermentation pré
or water are added. The Cyder Café features Bistrogpicnic tables by Extremis
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OVE The estate is home
three newt species native
the UK, one of which
he great crested newt - is
dangered. Great care is
ken to protect the habitat
these amphibians, such
building special ponds
rthem.
JOVE RIGHT In the modern
ster garden, children
slight in bronze fairy-
le frogs in various sizes
at unexpectedly squirt
ater. The stone mosdaic
as created by a talented
sntractor working at The
swt during construction.
|GHT Porky Hefer’'s human-
sale weaver nests have
een wowing visitors to
abylonstoren and Cape
s>wn’s Company Gardens,
nd now visitors to The Newt
re in for a treat, too.
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